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841 Chestnut Building
Philadelpnia, Pennsylvania 19107

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Thomas Lewis : S0* I9
Total Recovery, Inc.
Route 29 & Charlestown Road
DeVault, PA 19432

Re: Douglassvllle Disposal Site
(Berks Associates* Inc.)

Dear Mr. Lewis:
The United States Envlromental Protection Agency (EPA) Is considering

spending public funds to take corrective action for the control of releases
of hazardous substances at the above referenced site. Unless EPA rfetftroii n»«
that a responsible party will properly perform such actions, EPA Intends
to ao so pursuant to beet I in 104 of the Comprehensive Envlromental Response,
Compensation, and LlabllHv Act of 1980, 42 U.S.C. § 9601 et seq (CERCLA).

Under Sections 106(a) of CERCLA and other laws, responsible parties may
be obligated to Implement any needed relief actions determined by EPA and
may also be liable for all costs Incurred by the government In responding to
any release or threatened release at the site. Such costs can Include, but
are not limited to, expenditures for Investigation, planning, cleanup of the
site and enforcement. By tils letter, EPA notifies you of your potential
liability with regard to tMs matter and encourages you to voluntarily
undertake cleanup activities which will be overseen by EPA.

Responsible parties under CERCLA Include current owners and operators,
past owners and operators a: the time of disposal» and persons who generated
the hazardous substances or were Involved 1n the transport, treatment, or
disposal of them. Based on Information obtained by EPA, we have reason to
believe that your company 1} a responsible party.

EPA has reason to believe that your company did, by contract, agreement,
or otherwise, arrange for transport for disposal, treatment, or storage of
hazardous substances at the Douglassvllle Disposal Site. This determination
Is based on Information obtained from you or other parties designated as
potentially responsible for the contamination at the site. Chemical analyses
of samples taken from all environmental media at the site have revealed a
broad range of contaminants. Pollutants found In air, water, or soil samples
taken from the site Include but are not limited to benzene, toluene, xylene,
trlchloroethene, ethylbenzene, tetrachloroethene, 1,2 - dlchlproethane,
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1,1,1-trlchloroethene, PCBs, phthalates, lead and chromium. Several of these
pollutants have been found In the surface waters and sediments of the nearby
Schuylklll River and In the tissue of fish Inhabiting the river. There 1s
a genuine concern that contaminants onslte could pose a threat to those
directly exposed to such pollutants. There 1s also the concern that contam-
inants will continue to migrate offslte and thus pose an additional threat
to human health and the environment. The Agency will, upon request, discuss
this Information with you and will provide additional Information on the
nature and extent of the release.

EPA Is planning to conduct the design and Implementation of remedial
cleanup actions at the Douglassvllle Disposal Site. The final decision on
the remedial* actions necessary at the site Is expected to be made In September
of 1985. At your request, EPA will send you a copy of the official document
that discusses the extent of contamination at the site and the possible
remedial alternatives necessary for cleanup.

In addition to the above action, you may be asked at a later date to
undertake, or may be liable for, any additional corrective measures necessary
to protect public health, welfare, or the environment. Such measures may
Include, but are not limited to, providing any monitoring and maintenance

aftei remedial measures dffi

EPA will con: Her an Immediate offer from you to conduct the design and
Implementation of *he forthcoming remedial plan subject to EPA and Inter-
agency review. Alternatively, you may elect to be a participant In this v J
cleanup option. Yoi should notify EPA, In writing, within 20 calendar days ^-^
from the receipt of this letter, of your willingness to conduct or participate
In the design and 1 iplementatlqn of the remedial plan. Otherwise, EPA will
assume that you dec'lne any Involvement 1n this activity and will proceed
with the preparatloi of the design of the remedial project.

Your letter shculd Indicate the appropriate name, address, and telephone
number for further :ontact with you. If you are already Involved In
discussions with sttt* or local authorities, engaged In voluntary action, or
Involved 1n a lawsu t regarding this site, you should continue such activities
as you see fit; you should not Interpret this letter to advise or direct you
to restrict or discontinue any such activities. You should report, however,
the status of those discussions or that action In your letter. Please
provide a copy of y< ur letter to any other parties Involved In those
cftscusslons.

Your letter should be sent to:
Judith Dorsey, Esquire
Office of Regional Counsel (3RC20)
US Environmental Protection Agency, Region III
841 Chestnut Building
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19107
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If you need further Information, Ms. Dorsey Is the attorney 1n charge
of this case, and Mr. Jack Kelly Is the technical project officer. Ms.
Dorsey's telephone number Is (215) 597-8981; Mr. Kelly's telephone number
Is (215) 597-3168.

EPA would like to encourage good faith negotiations between you and
the Agency and among you and other parties potentially responsible for the
contamination at the Douglassvllle Disposal Site. The names of the other
potentially responsible parties may be revealed to you If you specifically
request such Information 1n writing. This Information may enable you to
schedule meaningful discussions with other potentially responsible parties
regarding cleanup efforts and help you to quickly organize yourself Into a
single representative body to facilitate negotiations with the Agency.

EPA regulations governing confidentiality of business Information are
set forth In Part 2, Subpart B of Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations.
For any portion of the Information submitted which 1s entitled to confidential
treatment, a confidentiality claim may be asserted In accordance with 40
C.F.R. § 2.203(b). If EPA determines that the Information so designated
meets the criteria set forth 1n 40 C.F.R. § 2.203, the Information will
be disclosed only to the extent, and by means of the procedures specified In
40 C.F.R.. Part ?. Siihnart R. £P* *?<1! ccnctrue the failure to furnish a
confidentiality claim with rp<non«* t« *M* letter a; i wal.c. of ih*i uidim,
ana inronnatlw may be made available to the public by EPA without further
notice.

The factxal and legal discussions contained 1n this letter are Intended
solely for notification and Information purposes. They are not Intended to
be and can noi be relied upon as a final Agency position on any matter set
forth herein. ' \

Due to Ue seriousness of the problem at this site and the attendant
legal ramifications, the Agency strongly encourages you to submit a written
response within the time frame specified herein. We hope that you will give
these matters /our Immediate attention.

Sincerely,

Stephen R.
Hazardous Wastt Manaement rnslon

cc: Donald A. Lazarchlk, PADER
Gene Lucero, EPA • OWPE
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